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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: dependent claim 
12 depends on itself. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 4-5 recite the limitation "the one or more features" in the method of claim 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12, 17-20, 22-23, 25-28, 30-31, and 33-37 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown (US 6,353,778) in view of Takatori 
et al (US 2004/0,014,464). 

Regarding claim 1 , Brown discloses a method for operating a mobile electronic 
device 12 within an automobile having an onboard computer (fig. 4), comprising: 
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communicating reconfiguration instructions from the on-board computer to the 
mobile electronic device; and reconfiguring the mobile electronic device as a slave 
device to the on-board computer in accordance with the reconfiguration instructions (col 
4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54). 
However, Brown didn't further disclose: 

receiving, at the onboard computer, a wireless identification message from the mobile 
electronic device located within the automobile. Takatori et al discloses receiving, at the 
controlling device, a wireless identification message from the mobile electronic device 
(para. 67-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to add the identification message sent from the slave mobile device 
to Brown in order to allow the mobile to authenticate itself with the car's computer 
system so that data from the automobile controller will detect and communicate data 
related only to the particular apparatus that sent the ID message (para. 42). 

Regarding claim 2, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein Brown further discloses the mobile electronic device is selected from a mobile 
telephone (cell phone 12), a handheld personal computer, a personal organizer, a 
palmtop computer, a computerized notepad, a global positioning system (GPS), an 
electronic video game, a video player, a personal digital assistant or combinations 
thereof (col 3, lines 42-43). 

Regarding claim 3, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1 , 
wherein Brown discloses the mobile electronic device 12 comprises a wireless 
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transceiver for transmitting and receiving wireless signals selected from radio frequency 
and infrared signals (col 3, lines 42-54). 

Regarding claim 5, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1 , 
wherein Takatori et al disclose the method comprising: 

storing, within the on-board computer, an address for the mobile electronic device, and 
an address for each of the one or more features within the mobile electronic device, 
monitoring by the mobile electronic device for messages to the address for the mobile 
electronic device, monitoring by the on-board computer for messages from the address 
for the mobile electronic device (paras. 42, 75 & 80). 

Regarding claim 6, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1 , 
wherein Brown further discloses the one or more features within the mobile electronic 
device are selected from transceiver, speaker, microphone, keypad, video display, 
joystick, memory, transmitter, receiver, antenna or combinations thereof (transceiver, 
speaker, microphone, antenna, keypad are inherent within cell phone 12; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 6, 
Brown discloses the method further comprising utilizing one or more features within the 
onboard computer instead of the one or more disabled features within the mobile 
electronic device (col 4, lines 26-35). 

Regarding claim 8, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 7, 
where Brown discloses the method further comprising: obtaining data, using the 
on-board computer, about the status of conditions affecting the automobile (col 4, lines 
30-32); and 
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determining, using the on-board computer, which of the one or more features 
within the on-board computer to make available to a motorist (col 4, lines 59-64). 

Regarding claim 9, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 8, 
wherein Brown further discloses the conditions are measured conditions selected from 
weather outside the automobile, speed of the automobile (vehicle velocity), braking 
frequency, distance to other vehicles, engine RPM, engine coolant level and 
temperature, steering wheel movement, automobile's acceleration and braking, 
frequency of automobile's acceleration and braking, time of day, time period of driving 
without a rest stop or combinations thereof (col 4, lines 30-32). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 9, 
wherein Brown further discloses the step of determining the features to make available 
to the motorist further comprises: 

defining a normal value (maximum velocity which the use of phone is still 
possible) for each of the conditions and combinations of the conditions (col 4, lines 38- 
44); storing the normal value in a database of the on-board computer (col 4, lines 17- 
19); 

storing instructions in the database of the on-board computer for removing 
availability of the features (to terminate the transmitting/receiving of phone call) based 
upon a variance between the normal condition and an actual condition and 
combinations of actual conditions (when actual velocity of car exceeds the maximum 
velocity set; col 4, lines 30-35; col 3, lines 48-51); 
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determining a variance between the normal conditions and the actual conditions 
(col 4, lines 44-64); and removing availability of the features (transmitter and receiver is 
cut off by verbal warning or stop phone IR signal; col 4, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 12, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein the mobile electronic device is a mobile telephone and wherein the instructions 
are selected from refusal to accept a mobile telephone call, refusal to place a mobile 
telephone call, placing only emergency mobile telephone calls, limiting the duration of a 
mobile telephone call (call duration is cut off abruptly), limiting the frequency of mobile 
telephone calls, limiting motorist input only to voice commands, blocking output to the 
automobile's visual display device or combinations thereof (col 4, lines 51-64). 

Regarding claim 17, Brown discloses a system for operating a mobile electronic 
device within an automobile having an onboard computer (fig. 1 ), comprising: 

a mobile electronic device 12, an on-board computer (fig. 4) mounted in an 
automobile, wherein the mobile electronic device communicates wirelessly with the 
on-board computer, and wherein the mobile electronic device reconfigures itself as a 
slave device to the on-board computer (col 4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54). 
However, Brown didn't further disclose: 

an address for the mobile electronic device, an address for one or more features 
within the mobile electronic device. Takatori et al discloses an address for the mobile 
electronic device, an address for one or more features within the mobile electronic 
device (para. 42 & 80). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to add the address information in order to allow the 
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mobile to identify itself with the car's computer system so that data from the automobile 
controller will detect and communicate data related only to the particular apparatus that 
sent the ID message as suggested by Takatori et al (para. 42). 

Regarding claim 18, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 17, 
wherein Brown further discloses the mobile electronic device is selected from a mobile 
telephone, a handheld personal computer, a personal organizer, a palmtop computer, a 
computerized notepad, a global positioning system (GPS), an electronic video game, a 
video player, a personal digital assistant or combinations thereof (col 3, lines 42-43). 

Regarding claim 19, Brown and Takatori et al further disclose the system of claim 
17, wherein Brown further discloses the mobile electronic device comprises a wireless 
transceiver for transmitting and receiving wireless signals selected from radio frequency 
and infrared signals (col 3, lines 42-54). 

Regarding claim 20, Brown and Takatori et al disclose of claim 17, wherein 
Brown further discloses the one or more features within the mobile electronic device are 
selected from transceiver, speaker, microphone, keypad, video display, joystick, 
memory, transmitter, receiver or combinations thereof (transceiver, speaker, 
microphone, antenna, keypad are inherent within cell phone 12; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 22, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 17, 
Brown discloses the system further comprising: 

a database in a memory of the on-board computer containing normal values for 
conditions and combinations of conditions affecting the automobile (col 4, lines 38-44) 
and a database of instructions for removing the availability of the features based upon a 
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variance between the normal values and an actual condition and combinations of actual 
conditions (col 4, lines 30-35; col 3, lines 48-51), wherein the variance is determined 
and wherein a motorist is denied access to the one or more features based upon the 
instructions (col 4, lines 44-64; col 4, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 23, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 22, 
wherein Brown discloses the system further comprising the conditions are measured 
conditions selected from weather outside the automobile, speed of the automobile, 
braking frequency, distance to other vehicles, engine RPM, engine coolant level and 
temperature, steering wheel movement, automobile's acceleration, frequency of 
automobile's acceleration, time of day, time period of driving without a rest stop or 
combinations thereof (col 4, lines 30-32). 

Regarding claim 25, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 22, 
wherein Brown discloses the system further comprising the mobile electronic device is a 
mobile telephone and wherein the instructions are selected from refusal to accept a 
mobile telephone call, refusal to place a mobile telephone call, placing only emergency 
mobile telephone calls, limiting the duration of a mobile telephone call, limiting the 
frequency of mobile telephone calls, limiting motorist input only to voice commands, 
blocking output to the automobile's visual display device or combinations thereof (col 4, 
lines 51-64). 

Regarding claim 26, Brown discloses a computer program product including 
instructions embodied on a computer readable medium (cell phone use control 
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programs stored within ROM 30 or RAM 31; col 4, lines 17-22) of onboard computer 
(automobile onboard controller; fig. 4), the instructions comprising: 

communicating reconfiguration instructions (instructions that call will terminate 
within a certain amount of time) from the onboard computer to the mobile electronic 
device (col 4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54); and 

reconfiguring instructions for reconfiguring the mobile electronic device as a 
slave device to the on-board computer (the mobile device is controlled to be turned off 
by the onboard computer; col 4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54). 
However, Brown didn't further disclose: 

communicating instructions for communicating reconfiguration instructions and 
receiving instructions for receiving, at the on-board computer, a wireless identification 
message from the mobile electronic device located within the automobile 
Takatori et al disclose communicating instructions (instruction for permitting the 
transmission/reception to be turned on/off by the control delegation signal from the 
control master device; paras. 67-69) for communicating reconfiguration instructions 
(para. 68-69); and receiving instructions for receiving, at the on-board computer, a 
wireless identification message from the mobile electronic device located within the 
automobile (para. 42; 67-68). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to add the instructions and data on 
identification sent from the slave device to Brown in order to allow the mobile to 
authenticate itself with the car's computer system so that data from the automobile 



Application/Control Number: 10/046,996 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2685 

controller will detect and communicate data related only to the particular apparatus that 
sent the ID message (para. 42). 

Regarding claim 27, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 26, wherein Brown discloses the program further comprising the mobile 
electronic device is selected from a mobile telephone, a handheld personal computer, a 
personal organizer, a palmtop computer, a computerized notepad, a global positioning 
system (GPS), an electronic video game, a video player, a personal digital assistant or 
combinations thereof (col 3, lines 42-43). 

Regarding claim 28, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 26, wherein Brown discloses the program further comprising the mobile 
electronic device system comprises a wireless transceiver and for transmitting and 
receiving wireless signals selected from radio frequency and infrared (col 3, lines 42- 
54). 

Regarding claim 30, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 26, further comprising: 
wherein Takatori et al disclose the method comprising: 

storing instructions for storing, within the on-board computer, (instructions or data 
communicated between slave and master device) an address for the mobile electronic 
device, and an address for each of the one or more features within the mobile electronic 
device (paras. 42, 75, & 80); 

monitoring instructions for monitoring at the mobile electronic device for 
messages to the address for the mobile electronic device (paras. 42 & 80); and 
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monitoring instructions for monitoring at the on-board computer for messages 
from the assigned address (MAC address) for the mobile electronic device (paras. 42 & 
80). 

Regarding claim 31 , Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 26, wherein the one or more features within the mobile electronic 
device are selected from transceiver, speaker, microphone, keypad, video display, 
joystick, memory, transmitter, receiver or combinations thereof (transceiver, speaker, 
microphone, antenna, keypad are inherent within cell phone 12; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 33, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 32, Brown disclose the computer product further comprising: 

obtaining instructions for obtaining data, using the on-board computer, about the 
status of conditions affecting the automobile (col 4, lines 30-32); and 

determining instructions for determining, using the on-board computer, which of 
the one or more features (call transmission/reception via transceiver) within the 
on-board computer to make available to a motorist (col 4, lines 59-64). 

Regarding claim 34, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 33, wherein Brown further discloses the conditions are measured 
conditions selected from weather outside the automobile, speed of the automobile 
(measure of automobile's velocity), braking frequency, distance to other vehicles, 
engine RPM, engine coolant level and temperature, steering wheel movement, 
automobile's acceleration, frequency of automobile's acceleration, time of day, time 
period of driving without a rest stop and combinations thereof (col 4, lines 30-32). 
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Regarding claim 35, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 34, wherein Brown and Takatori et al don't disclose the conditions are 
deduced conditions selected from traffic density, presence of a passenger, motorist 
fatigue and combinations thereof. However, it is well known in the art that conditions 
which determine when a phone call should continue can be alternatively any other 
condition than just measuring the velocity of a car. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to measure 
the brake instead of the gas pedal of the car to determine the traffic density to cut off the 
phone call transmission/reception. 

Regarding claim 36, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 33, wherein the determining instructions for determining of the features 
to make available to the motorist further comprises: 

defining instructions for defining a normal value (program to set the maximum 
speed limit for cell phone use) for each of the conditions and combinations of the 
conditions (col 4, lines 17-44); 

storing instructions for storing the normal value in a database of the on-board 
computer (storing in ROM 33 or RAM 31 ); 

storing instructions (user programmed instructions to set the speed threshold) for 
storing application instructions in a database of the on-board computer for removing the 
availability of the features (to cut off transmission/reception of phone call) based upon a 
variance between the normal conditions and an actual condition and combinations of 
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actual conditions (when actual velocity of car exceeds the maximum velocity threshold 
set; col 4, lines 17-44; col 3, lines 48-51); 

determining instructions for determining the variance between the normal 
conditions and the actual conditions (col 4, lines 44-64); and removing instructions for 
removing the availability of the features based upon the application instructions 
(program is run when the set value to execute the program to cut off the phone 
transmission/reception, is met; col 4, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claim 37, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 36, wherein Brown discloses the mobile electronic device is a mobile 
telephone and wherein the application instructions are selected from refusal to accept a 
mobile telephone call, refusal to place a mobile telephone call, placing only emergency 
mobile telephone calls, limiting the duration of a mobile telephone call (call is abruptly 
cut off and call duration is therefore limited), limiting the frequency of mobile telephone 
calls, limiting motorist input only to voice commands, blocking output to the visual 
display device or combinations thereof (col 4, lines 51-64). 

4. Claims 38-39, and 41 -44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brown (US 6,353,778) in view of Takatori et al (US 2004/0,014,464) 
and further in view of Mahany et al (US 5,657,317). 

Regarding claim 38, Brown discloses a method for controlling operation of a 
mobile telephone within an automobile having an on-board computer, 
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establishing a wireless communication link between the on-board computer and 
the mobile telephone (col 4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54); 

communicating instructions from the on-board computer to the mobile telephone 
to disable one or more features within the mobile telephone (sending IR signals to stop 
the cellular phone transmission/reception); and 

communicating reconfiguration instructions from the on-board computer to the 
mobile telephone, whereby the mobile telephone reconfigures itself to become a slave 
device to the onboard computer (col 4, lines 6-35; col 3, lines 42-54); 
Brown does not disclose the method comprises: transmitting a wireless discovery signal 
from a transmitter controlled by the on-board computer; and receiving a wireless 
identification message from the mobile telephone. 

Takatori et al disclose the method comprising: 

receiving a wireless identification message from the mobile telephone (master 
device receives slave ID transmitted from slave device; para. 79). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to communicate identification messages between the on board computer and 
the mobile device of Brown in order for the computer to transmit the instructions to the 
right id address of a particular phone to inform it to stop its transmission/reception. 
Brown and Takatori et al do not disclose: 

transmitting a wireless discovery signal from a transmitter controlled by the 
onboard computer. Mahany et al disclose transmitting a wireless discovery signal 
(request to send message from master device) from a transmitter that send the request 
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to send message controlled by a master device (col 51 , lines 41-47). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have the transmitting of a wireless discovery signal from a transmitter controlled by the 
on-board computer of Brown in order to allow the slave mobile device to acknowledge 
that the control device is ready to receive the identification message so that it can 
monitor the mobile device for safety purposes. 

Regarding claim 39, Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al disclose the method 
of claim 38, wherein Brown further discloses the one or more features disabled within 
the mobile telephone are selected from a speaker, a microphone, a display, a keypad, 
antenna or combinations thereof (speaker, microphone, a display, a keypad, antenna 
inherent in mobile device 12; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 41 , Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al disclose the method 
of claim 40, further comprising: 

obtaining data, using the on-board computer, about the status of conditions 
affecting the automobile; and 

determining, using the on-board computer, which of the one or more features 
within the on-board computer to make available to a driver of the automobile (col . 

Regarding claim 42, Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al disclose the method 
of claim 38, wherein the wireless identification message contains information describing 
the mobile telephone (MAC address), and address for the mobile telephone (slave ID), 
and an address for each of the one or more features within the mobile telephone (signal 
indicating a control delegation is required) (paras. 42, 80). 
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Regarding claim 43, Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al disclose the method 
of claim 1 , further comprising: 

communicating instructions from the on-board computer to the mobile electronic 
device to disable one or more features within the mobile electronic device (verbal 
warning is sent to phone that transmission/reception will be cut off; col 4, lines 60-64). 

Regarding claim 44, Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al disclose the 
computer program product of claim 26, further comprising: 

communicating instructions for communicating instructions from the on-board 
computer to the mobile electronic device to disable one or more features within the 
mobile electronic device (verbal warning is sent to phone that transmission/reception 
will be cut off; col 4, lines 60-64). 

5. Claims 10, 16, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brown (US 6,353,778) in view of Takatori et al (US 2004/0,014,464) and further in 
view of Herbert et al (US 6,188,315). 

Regarding claim 10, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 9, 
wherein they didn't specifically disclose: 

the conditions are deduced conditions selected from traffic density, presence of a 
passenger, motorist fatigue or combinations thereof. 

Herbert et al discloses the conditions are deduced conditions selected from traffic 
density, presence of a passenger, motorist fatigue or combinations thereof (col 2, lines 
25-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention was made to deduce conditions from traffic in order to detect whether car 
phone use in such conditions is safe or not. 

Regarding claim 16, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 1, 
wherein they didn't further disclose the method comprising: 

allowing the mobile telephone to simultaneously use features of the mobile 
telephone and features of the automobile. Herbert et al disclose allowing the mobile 
telephone to simultaneously use features of the mobile telephone and features of the 
automobile (col 2, lines 3-14). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to be able to use the handsfree equipment 
within the car to be able to communicate. 

Regarding claim 24, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 22, 
wherein they didn't specifically disclose: the conditions are deduced conditions selected 
from traffic density, presence of a passenger, motorist fatigue or combinations thereof. 
Herbert et al discloses the conditions are deduced conditions selected from traffic 
density, presence of a passenger, motorist fatigue or combinations thereof (col 2, lines 
25-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to deduce conditions from traffic in order to detect whether car 
phone use in such conditions is safe or not. 

5. Claims 21 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brown (US 6,353,778) in view of Takatori et al (US 2004/0,014,464) and further in 
view of Kinzalow et al (US 6,052,603). 
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Regarding claim 21 , Brown and Takatori et al disclose the system of claim 20, 
wherein wherein Brown and Takatori et al fail to further disclose the system further 
comprising utilizing one or more features within the onboard computer instead of the 
one or more disabled features within the mobile electronic device. Kinzalow et al 
disclose the method further comprising utilizing one or more features within the onboard 
computer to provide substitute functions for the one or more disabled features of the 
mobile telephone (col 12, line 39 - col 13, line 30). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute the one or 
more disabled features of the mobile telephone with one or more features of the 
onboard computer in order to reproduce the signals over the radio speakers so allow 
the driver to continue with the call via hands free operation of the mobile phone when 
he/she is driving above a certain threshold which would disable the phone's features of 
Brown and Takatori et al. 

Regarding claim 32, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 31, wherein Brown and Takatori et al fail to disclose the one or more 
features within the onboard computer provide substitute functions of the one or more 
disabled features within the mobile electronic device. Kinzalow et al disclose the 
method further comprising utilizing one or more features within the onboard computer to 
provide substitute functions for the one or more disabled features of the mobile 
telephone (col 12, line 39 - col 13, line 30). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute functions for the 
one or more disabled features of the mobile telephone with functions for one or more 
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features of the onboard computer in order to reproduce the signals over the radio 
speakers so allow the driver to continue with the call via hands free operation of the 
mobile phone when he/she is driving above a certain threshold which would disable the 
phone's features of Brown and Takatori et al. 

6. Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown 
(US 6,353,778) in view of Takatori et al (US 2004/0,014,464), Mahany et al (US 
5,657,31 7) and further in view of Kinzalow et al (US 6,052,603). 

Regarding claim 40, Brown, Takatori et al, Mahany et al disclose the method of 
claim 39, wherein Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al fail to further disclose the 
method comprises utilizing one or more features within the onboard computer to provide 
substitute functions for the one or more disabled features of the mobile telephone. 
Kinzalow et al disclose the method further comprising utilizing one or more features 
within the onboard computer to provide substitute functions for the one or more disabled 
features of the mobile telephone (col 12, line 39 - col 13, line 30). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute functions for the one or more disabled features of the mobile telephone with 
functions for one or more features of the onboard computer in order to reproduce the 
signals over the radio speakers so allow the driver to continue with the call via hands 
free operation of the mobile phone when he/she is driving above a certain threshold 
which would disable the phone's features of Brown, Takatori et al, and Mahany et al. 




Application/Control Number: 10/046,996 
Art Unit: 2685 



Page 20 



Claim Objections 



6. Claims 1 3-1 5, and 29 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 13, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 8, 
wherein the cited prior art fails to further disclose the step of obtaining data, using the 
on-board computer, about the status of conditions affecting the automobile, further 
comprises: accessing a driving history database to obtain data about driving conditions. 

Regarding claim 14, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 13, 
the cited prior art fails to further disclose the method further comprising: determining the 
vehicle location using a global positioning system; and obtaining driving conditions from 
the driving history database associated with the vehicle location. 

Regarding claim 15, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the method of claim 14, 
wherein the cited prior art fails to further disclose the method comprising the driving 
conditions are selected from road hazards, accident frequency, propensity for accidents, 
visibility, curves, and combinations thereof. 

Regarding claim 29, Brown and Takatori et al disclose the computer program 
product of claim 26, wherein they fails to further disclose the receiving instructions for 
the step of receiving the wireless identification message comprises: 

transmitting instructions for transmitting a discovery signal on a discovery 
frequency by the on-board computer; 
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receiving instructions for receiving the discovery signal by the mobile electronic 
device; 

interpreting instructions for interpreting the discovery signal to be an identification 
request by the on-board computer; and 

transmitting instructions for transmitting the wireless identification message to the on- 
board computer, wherein the message contains information describing the mobile 
electronic device, an address for the mobile electronic device, and an address for each 
of the one or more features within the mobile electronic device. 

5. Claims 4 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 4, Brown and Takatori et al further discloses the method of 
claim 1 , wherein the cited prior art fails to further disclose the step of receiving the 
wireless identification message further comprises: 

transmitting a discovery signal on a discovery frequency from the controlling 
device; 

receiving the discovery signal at the mobile electronic device; and 
interpreting the discovery signal to be an identification request from the on-board 
computer, wherein the message contains information describing the mobile electronic 
device, an address for the mobile electronic device, and an address for each of the one 
or more features within the mobile electronic device. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lana N Le whose telephone number is (703) 308-5836. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F Urban can be reached on (703) 305-4385. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lana Le 



November 17, 2004 



